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Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on RCE 8/17/04 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2 b)|£| This action is non-final 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forma, matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E Claim(s) 12,13 and 30-32 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 30=32 is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ISI Claim(s) 12 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 • Applicant's claim amendments and arguments, dated 7/29/04, have been 
carefully considered. Applicant's amendment to require uniform weight/unit area across 
edge width is seen to overcome the previously stated 35 USC 102(e) rejection of claims 
12-13. Applicant's amendment to require glass fibers is seen to overcome the 
previously stated 35 USC 103(a) rejection of claims 12-13. Despite these advances, the 
amendments are not found to patentably distinguish the claims over the prior art for 
reasons set forth herein below. 



Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 30-32 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to nonelected inventions. As previously stated, claims 30-32 
will be considered for rejoinder upon the indication of allowable subject matter. 
Applicant's traversal of the restriction of claim 32 as not independent and distinct from 
claim 12 is not persuasive. The product of claim 32 is materially different from the 
product of claim 12; neither claim requires the particulars of the other. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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4. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claims contain subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art that 
the inventors, at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The limitation requiring uniform weight/unit area along edge width is not 
enabled by the specification. The specification makes no reference to the margins 
having a uniform basis weight. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

6. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. It is not clear what "substance" is implied by the 
claim. Since only a glass mat is claimed, it is understood that glass is the "substance." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

8. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 
4,812,194 to Pelz. 
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9. The reference teaches a non-woven glass fabric (col 2, lines 47-49). As seen in 
Figure 2, the edges of the glass fabric are compressed (col 3, lines 39-44; col 4, lines 
34-39), thus yielding a product with varying basis weight in the cross-direction and edge 
margins of a lower weight/unit area. Figure 2 shows uniform compression of the 
margins, thus the meeting the claim limitations. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sheridan (U.S. 5800905) and Keller (U.S. 510271 1) are cited as 
relevant art teaching compressed areas of glass mats. 

QV o ■ ^y'^^ry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
exammer should be directed to Arden B. Sperty whose telephone numbeMs (5°T)272- 
1543. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 08 00-16 00 

«, ,noJI 3tt x mptS , t reaCh the examiner b y telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morns can be reached on (571)272-1478. The fax phone dumber for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703^72^6 

Patent a :T rdin9 the StatUS 0f an a PP |ication ™y be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information™ 
pub , shed appl,cat,ons may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pub S pa R 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR onlv 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct usptc ^o^v Should ' 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, confact the EteSonfc 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free) tlectron.c 
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